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The third event in our lecture se 
ries is to take place on June 30, 1966. 
Mr. Philip A. Johnson, President of the 
Society of the Founders of Norwich, will 
give an illustrated talk on the Leffing- , 
well inn, located in Norwich Town. When — 
a new road was planned, a fine job of 
moving the old landmark was accomplish- 
ed. Mr. Johnson reviews this problem, 
narrates interesting history, and shows 
pictures of the attractive interior to- 
gether with slides of many excellent 
exhibits housed at the Inn. If you have 
not visited this landmark, you will wish 
to do so after hearing Mr. Johnson. 

This lecture Will be given In thé © 
Auditorium of thé ‘Gecond Congregations 
Church, New London, at 8:00 P.M., of 
Thursday, June 30th. Arrangements have 
been made for the use of a loud speaker. 
There will be no admission charge, and 
the public is invited. 

The large attendance at the preceding 
programs gave strong evidence that this 
project of our Society is being well 
received not only by our members, but 
by the people of this locality. 


VISITS BY PUPILS 
We are glad to note that schools 


outside New London have become Inter- 
ested in having pupils visit the Mansion, 


Recent tours arranged by Fitch High School, 


Groton; the Juliet Long School, Ledyard; 
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and the Quaker Hill School have included 
teachers_and pupils approximately 90 in 
number . 


GUESTS ON JUNE 21st 


The Sons of the American Revolution 
are making arrangements for a tour of 
local points of interest by the ladies 
who will be present at the time of the 
S.A.R. convention in June. The Shaw 
Mansion will be visited on June 21st, 
at which time the local D.A.R. Chapter 
will be host for refreshments, and our 
Society will have hostesses present to 
receive the ladies as they tour the home 
of the Shaw Family. 


NORWICH TOWN TOUR 


Members of the Society of the Found- 
ers of Norwich have extended an invita- 
tion to our members to attend an “Early 
American Home Tour of Norwich Town"! on 
Saturday, June 11, 1966, between the hours 
of one and five P.M. 

The eleven points of interest are 
all located within the proposed histori- 
cal district area. The tour will start 
at the beautifully restored Leffingwell 
Inn and progress to the First Congrega~ 
tional Church on the Norwich Town Green, 
where punch and cookies will be served. 
Tickets may be procured at any point on 
the tour, The donation is $2.00 


(Continued) 


NORWICH TOWN TOUR (Cont'd) 


Among the places to be visited are: 
Olmstead=-Lathrop House; Home of Mr. & Mrs. 
Lincoln Marcy; Lowthorpe Meadows; Home of 
Dr. & Mrs. John G. Raymer; Home of Col. & 
Mrs. Charles Cowles; Mrs. Charles Dupont's 
Garden; Home of Dr. & Mrs. C. C. Glenney; 
Home of Dr. & Mrs. T. J. Masterson; Home 
of Raymond B. Case; 
smith Shop. 


CONNECTICUT LEAGUE CONVENTION 


Mr. Small has been made a member of 
the committee making plans for the conven- 
tion of the Connecticut League of Histor- 
ical Societies which will take place at 
the Mystic Seaport on November 4th, 5th, 
and 6th, 1966, _ | 


REVERIES OF A TRAVELER 


Since this is the bulletin of a 
Society devoted to history, it seems fit- 
ting to record here the story of a New 
Englander as he drove to Florida. Being 
historically minded, he was struck by the 
wealth of great events and the memories of 
dedicated patriots that rushed in upon him 
as he traveled this east coast route. Dur- 
ing the day he had to keep his mind well 
concentrated on his driving, but in the 
evening, in his temporary home in some 
hospitable motel, he sat back in comfort- 
able reverie, As a result of his early 
start, he found himself in southern Mary- 
land the first evening. He had passed 
through Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 
a small corner of Delaware, and part of 
Maryland. His mind naturally turned™@@ | 
people whe founded the ,indepefi@éneg*of © © 
this cduntry because they believed that 
adherence to a principle was more impor-- 
tant than their earth possessions or 
even their lives. Their opposition to 
taxation without representation was so 
deeply planted that they saw, finally, 
no alternative but to break away from 
their mother country and cling to the 
principle they thought was right. When 
a person who has been a loyal citizen 
commits himself even to the point of war 
against his country, it “involves deep 
soul-searching, and a heart-rending 
decision. 
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To the traveler's musing came the 
memory of the early discouragements fol- 
lowing the defeats in the Battle of Long 
Island, the engagements of Harlem 
Heights and White Plans, and the loss of 
Forts Washington and Lee on the Hudson. 
Times looked pretty black, but the 
traveler's mind now turned to the glim- 
mer of hope that came to our forefathers 
as American victories were gained at 
Trenton and Princeton, | 

He recalled that many English 
statesmen thought that New England alone 
was the real trouble-maker and could 
easily be subdued, But the states out- 
side of New England that he had trav~ 
elled across that day, and the states 
to the south rallied to the support of 
New England, with the result tha the Pag’ 
British found themselves confronted by 
solid opposition. 

Drowziness brought on by the day's 
driving forced the traveler to seek his 
couch with his mind still filled with 
thoughts of the spirit of tenaciousness 
and the willingness to make sacrifices 
with which so many colonists were en- 
dowed. His last waking thought was the 
fervent hope that.our country, beset as 
it is today with vast problems, will 
base its actions on the strong belief 
that a principle considered just and 
righteous must be followed to the ex-~ 
clusion of all else. 

Getting a leisurely start the next 
morning, our sojourner left Maryland 
behind, traversed Virginia, and pre- 
pared to settle down in North naar 
Signs agin highway had caught his 


eye » and. ng more, t ine to spare on 
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i te visit 
| Monticello. He would 


San Marcos at 


also’ look in on old For 
st. Augustine, — 
Williamsburg, serene and beautiful 
again after its restoration, was, he 
knew, once again like fit had been in 
early days when men of both high and low 
degree gathered there from all parts of 
Virginia, especially when the House of 
Burgesses was in session. There they 
talked over their pipes and ale in the 
Raleigh Tavern and other inns, and 
learned from Washington, Withe, Jefferson, 
Henry, Mason, and others of the theory of 
government and the idea of the inherent 
rights of men that were to be later the 
basis of our state and national consti- 
tutions, The gracious living of those 


times was also there for the visitor's 
contemplation in the restored Palace, 
homes, and shops. 

His visit to Monticello would help 
him to renew acquaintance with the life 
and work of Jefferson who, not being sat-~ 
isfied with one field of endeavor, became 
a lawyer, scientist, author, inventor, 
statesman, educator, and President of our 
C ountry. 
| Our traveler's thoughts have been 
particularly occupied with men and events 
connected with English colonies and the 
American Revolution, but a trip to Fort 
san Marcos would take him back to the 
days of Spanish occupation, Construction 
of the present fort was not started until 
1672, many years after the founding of 
Ste August ine. A- peculiar composition 
of shef? and rock known as coquina was 
used, This material was well-fitted for 
defense in those times as it absorbed 
cannon-balls instead of cracking at their 
impact. San Marcos was held at different 
times by the Spanish, the British and the 
Americans. {t is interesting to note 
that it changed hands not by siege or on- 
slaught, but always by treaty. 

Since it is not our purpose to write 
history, we have by no means given here 
all the historical data that poured 
through this New Englander's mind as he 
wound his way south. For example, we have 
not written of Marion and his Raiders 
flitting here and there between the San- 
tee and Peedee Rivers, nor of Lafayette, 
or Greene, or Steuben, or de Kalb, or 


de Grasse, or a host of others, {| repeat 
that we have not been able to be a party 
to all the reveri of th is ret it 
our vicarious ass 2.133 hen’ # 6n t 


trip, but it is’eagily“geen that he*is r 
one of those who rus aan i boul sf 
destination, blind to everything but a 
narrow strip of road leading to their 
journey's end. As he traveled, he drew 
inspiration from the history of the re- 
gions through which he passed, and in- 
creased his gratitude for the heritage 
that guaranteed to him those rights in- 
herent in the individual which clothed 
and protected him whether he stayed at 
home or journied far afield. 
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DATE TO REMEMBER: LECTURE, JUNE 30th. 


GIFTS AND LOANS 


With deep appreciation to the do- 
nors, we are pleased to list the fol low- 


ing: 


GIFTS 
Articles Given by 
Beaded necklace Mrs. James Maher 
Logbook of Bark 
Laurens, 1855, and 


Charles F. and 
Frederick J. 
Smith 


carved ivory seal 
of Capt. Franklin 
F. Smith 


Mohegan photos, clip- 
pings, N. L. business 
advertising cards 


Mr. and Mrs, 
E. Gorton Rogers 


Katharine 
Fleming, Niantic 
Lucretia Shaw 
Chapter, D.A.R. 


Gingham sunbonnet - = 
50 chairs, folding- - 


Marlin Spike 

Whaling Harpoon Mr. Raymond C. Bugbee 

LOANS 

The following articles were loaned by the 

Lucretia Shaw Chapter of the D.A.R. when 

exhibits had to be moved from the Nathan 

Hale School: 

Mahogany slant-top desk 

Two drop-leaf tables 

Two ladder-back chairs 

Queen Anne vase~splat chair | 

Sheraton mirror 

Blanket, woven by Nathan Hale's 
sweetheart 

Darning ball, made from wood from house 

of WeEhan Hale, Winthrop House, and 

Ship Somenseiier- bx 

Fl ax eis, yarn ‘graders, RRC, pen, 

sand-shaker, snuff-b@x, ftre-screan, . 

pewter and china utensils, togétier with 

books, pamphlets, and manuscripts. 


BOOKS PURCHASE 
Loomis Genealogy .. 
Care and Administration of Manuscripts 
Care of Paintings 
Account book of a New London ship 
chandler 
Custodian in residence: 
Mrs, Charles Menery 
Corresponding Secretary and Curator: 
Mrs, Adam Knox 
The Society's telephone number is: 
4h3-1209 


New London, Connecticut 
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Returned stage Guaranteéd 


Miss Marion 8. Cl 
228 Williams St, 
New London, Conn. 
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